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Welcome to Marina Azarenkova,
the new president of ITA-Executive Committee
I have been working as a teacher almost 40
years, at school and at the University. I am
happy to admit my professional choice as
my dream from the childhood was right.
I continue to contact even with my very
first students from the high school in the
North. It happened I have to deal with psychology and psycho genetics due to one
more of my professional interest having
started with some period of professional
contact with the great American doctor and
psychologist Prof. Champion Teuches. It
appeared to be useful in practical work
with people of various risk groups. Due to
3

Marina Azarenkova lives in St. Petersburg, Russia
recognition of the programme ''We shape
our world " I had an opportunity to share
the experience of my students and colleagues in the USA and Sweden, Japan ,
Norway and so on . Being working at the
State Technical University as a
Ph.Dr.,Ass.Prof., I continue to realize programmes connected with my cooperation
with UNESCO. My business trips to the
Washington University and American

schools and meetings with teachers of different countries at the workshops and conferences in Russia and abroad seem to be
useful in my practice with students and patients. I like physics, painting, reading,
driving, music and pets-dog and cats. Best
of all I like my students. I like my work and
opportunity to look at myself critically in
order to be useful.

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,
much respected colleagues-educators!
It’s a great honour to have the opportunity to congratulate you. One more academic year! At the start of a new one all familiar circumstances and conditions – students , approbated plans and methods of
teaching and upbringing are often reliable
and beautiful when we look at it – they
can take our breath away permanently. It
is essential to realize the power of our so
cruel and changeable World and treat it
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accordingly. Not with fear , but with respect, and with the awarness that we are
right. Being simply teachers we have to
act as defenders, friends, parents, - leaders
– for children and adult.
Our enthusiasm, creativity , practicality ,
prudence, high energy, empathy and teamorientation help us not only to foresee important changes in society. Teachers have
high ethical qualities and work in team to

build integrity in teachers’ organization body, but we , Teachers , - ordinary, difall over the World, which automatically ferent and unique at the same time. We
improves society.
always are learners just as our students,
When we are dealall children in the
ing with the subject
face of Eternity.
of human mind,
A whole year has
“My own hope for the future is ,
heart and soul, we
that we will be able to use ITA passed already
deal with change in
without the greatmore
and
more
as
a
place,
personality itest Educator and
where friends from so different the greatest perself .And stamina
And common
sonality –
countries and cultures will be
sense . And good
Frank Kroyer. In
able
to
meet
and
know
each
will.
his letter to me and
other ,- and why not ? – make all teachers he
Every day in our
classes we touch
wrote: ‘’My own
friendship and involve more
and take into acand more people in this interna- hope for the future
count such global
is , that we will be
tional
network,
useful
to
people
problems as enviable to use ITA
in a Globalized World !”
ronment protecmore and more as
tion , living values
Frank Kroyer a place , where
as peace, tolerance,
friends from so
honesty, simplicity,
different countries
respect and so on , alcohol and other
and culteres will be able to meet and
drugs prevention, cooperative discipline know each other ,- and why not ? – make
and quality parenting, personal growth
friendship and involve more and more
etc.. That is why our blue dream and
people in this international network, usestrict duty is to be reliable for children ful to people in a
and adult , fitting the teacher;s vacancy Globalized World!”
absolutely. It is extremely hard work. It’s
Einstein once said: ‘’ The greatest peoa mental and spiritual labour. You, teach- ple are the simplest . So the greatest
ers , have been working up the high tech- truths.” Our simplest truth is Sustainable
nologies and the traditional ones in a nat- Educational Development. It is our daily
ural reasonable combination , that is a
goal, perspective aim and blue dream.
fresh insight in education indeed. The
It‘s Our Way.
teachers from Sandown high school sucI wish a great success to all of us on a
cessfully presented the so called
path, a road, a high- way of our noble life
‘’Structured sharing method “ , supported -time business. Business, that is Food for
by their colleagues all over the world.
Thought and Energy of Living.
More or less supported by you.
And much remains to be done. Concen- With love and great respect,
trated effort must continue. There are too
Marina Azarenkova
many Know How as Why? And When
St. Petersburg
and What for ? in our profession. NoRussia
body knows, how wisdom began. No5

Teachers for peace and mutual understanding
By Birgit Mogensen, Denmark

participants
the 9th annualTeacher
meetingAssociation
2011 in Kyrgyzstan.
At the 9thThe
annual
meeting of
in International
2011 in Kyrgyzstan,
Birgit Mogensen is to the left.
Photo by Valentina
we are visiting the department of education.
their country and the culture of their people.
The topic for the conference this time was
“ Teachers for peace and mutual understanding ” and each country presented
their ideas and gave good examples how
they worked. Emphasizing the opportunity
teachers have to influence the ideas of
peace on children.
The students had also prepared a presentation. Sancha and Jursuny gave us an insight in their country Kyrgyzstan and
Geetee told us her story from Afghanistan.
But no understanding if it hadn’t been for
Ludmilla’s translation all the time. Later
on this job was often given to the young
students and they really did a good job
giving us information about the country,
translating for us in shops and restaurants.
Many languages were spoken and you got
along with a few words, smiles and gestures.

In the middle of the night we were met by
a smiling Ludmilla in the airport Manas.
Our driver and his wife Olga whom we
later learned to know as a cheerful and
warm person took us to our hotel where
we got some hours sleep.
The next day the conference started with
an introduction of all participants. And we
were very pleased to see that many countries were represented. Kyrgyzstan, Afghanistan, Kazakhstan,
Turkmenistan, Belorussia, US, Germany
and Denmark. This time four young students were in the group and it turned up to
be fine experience and good company during these two weeks.
Guldzhamel Esenalieva introduced us to
the programme, a programme which was
very well planned and varied. She and the
team behind her had really made an effort
to show us different schools, the nature in
6

Thanks to these active and determined
persons.

In Bishkek we visited school of “ Ilim “
where they had been working hard to
reach the present standard with many educational ideas and materials. We were told
that they hadn’t achieved their aim in
school yet, but have come far. Lately they
have elected a pupils’ councils.

There were also days with relaxation near
the Lake of Issyk-kul swimming in this
wonderful water. Outings to the mountains
very well arranged by Elbrus and wife
with riding, walking and enjoying the delicious cuisine “ dostorkhon “ So fine adAt the University of Central Asia where
ventures after working days in Biskek
Ludmilla worked we met a young prof.
Janat Hetrick who showed us around and with nearly 40 degrees.
told about lecturing here. This is the uni- Coming back to Bishkek we had a final
meeting with head of educational departversity the young students attend.
ment, where the ideas of this conference
Together in our the group were Gulnara , were presented and hopefully the coming
director of the orphanage close to the east meetings will be supported.
coast of Issyk-Kul. She spoke warmly
The last night Guldzamal opened her
house to all of us and we enjoyed the last
about her 37 children and her struggle
with authorities and economical problems time together before we had to go to the
to run the orphanage. Big were our expec- airport to fly back to Denmark.
tions and we weren’t disappointed when
There are so many more things to tell
we saw a group of children running toabout, but an unforgettable experience for
wards their “ mum” . An tousching mome was that so many different nations,
ment when she embrased them.
last year there were violent troubles in the languages and cultures were represented
town of Osh and hence that children lost in a group and we had such fine days together students, active and retired teachthere families. Gaisha told us how they
had rescued more than 30 children out of ers.
town and with great anxiety brought them Thank you to the Kyrgish group for a very
interesting and well planned visit.
in cars over the mountains to Gulnara’s
orphanage in the north. Fortunately most I didn’t know much before I came but I
of the children are united with there fami- will certainly follow this country in the
lies to day
future.
Participants
are listening
carefully.

Photo by Bent
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Belarus- Kyrgyzstan:

A Special Mission of the Teacher
By Valentina Yuchenkova, Coordinator of AUBG in Belarus, Vitebsk, Belarus
Newly elected member of International ITA-executive committee

Kyrgyzstan, my beloved
Frunze, now Bishkek, where
my daughter and my grandson had been born. I missed
its people, open, tolerant and
hospitable and as soon as I
had an opportunity, I returned.
I spent eight most fruitful
and happy years in Bishkek
working as Assistant Professor at the American University of Central Asia . I taught
English to Kyrgyz, Uzbek,
Turkmen, Kazakh ,Afghan
students at the Preparatory
department. I was also Head
of the Preparatory department for a couple of years. I
taught Women’s Literature
and Intro to Research Methods to students of various
majors. I learnt much, I
dare say I accomplished a
lot, I met so many talented
When I received an invitation to the annu- and interesting people of various nationalities and cultures. I still keep in touch with
al ITA meeting in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, I
was very excited. I should say, more than my former students in different parts of
the world. Reza Fazli works for an NGO
just a tourist going on a visit to a new
in Kabul, Afghanistan, Sergei Aitliev has
country.
received his Master’s degree in London,
I lived in Kyrgyzstan most of my life Nariman Tursunov is an employee of ACBorn in Russia I lived in Kyrgyzstan most CELS in Ashkhabad, Turkmenistan.
part of my life. I shared its traditions, appreciated and adopted the local mentality. Belarus, the best place to live
After the perestroika, in 1990-s, I left Kyr- It has been five years since I moved to angyzstan for Russia and lived there for al- other country, Belarus, which I have chosen as the best place to live in among postmost 5 years. However, I always missed
8

Soviet states. Unlike most of them Belarus
never suffered a so-called colored revolution or а civil war. Practically all industrial
enterprises work and produce products. Its
agriculture was not destroyed and Belarus
100% provides itself with meat and meat
products, milk and milk products, poultry,
potatoes, which are also exported to Russia where the people highly appreciate the
quality of Belarusian products.
Low criminality and corruption rate is another feature that is so attractive. Order
and discipline, working laws make life
quite predictable, safe and comfortable.
Clean, nice, well cared for small towns
and big cities, high quality roads and highways is what always impresses visitors,

especially from the neighboring Russia.
I represent American University in
Bulgaria
Now I represent American University in
Bulgaria(AUBG) in this country and it
makes my life so full and exciting. I recruit, test and consult applicants and I am
proud to say that students from Belarus
are among the best students of AUBG.
The ITA meeting turned out to be a remarkable link between my experiences in
different countries, Kyrgyzstan, Russia,
Belarus and Bulgaria. I love and feel at
home in each of them. Each country has
enriched my life in its own way and I hope
I’ve done something useful for them, too.

AUCA students Natasha (Turkmeni)
9

At the Folk Crafts Festival in Bishkek

Photo by Valentina

I met an old friend from Turkmenistan
One of the ITA meetings was at the American University of Central Asia where I
worked for eight unforgettable years. Natasha Amirova, one of the AUCA students
from Turkmenistan who participated in the
ITA conference has transferred to the
American University in Bulgaria and we
are going to meet again during my annual
visit to the AUBG.
There were many exciting moments like
that at the conference.

al Institutions.(AEI). Her report of the
tragic events in the south of Kyrgyzstan in
summer 2009 made my eyes fill with
tears. The teachers and employees of Ilim
and AEI were the first to help and give
shelter to children evacuated from the
southern region. Many of the children had
no documents, some lost their parents.
They belonged to the two opposing hostile
nations, Uzbek and Kyrgyz, but their saviors made no difference. When children
were in safety, the hosts gave thought to
teachers from the southern region, Kyrgyz
and Uzbek, who suffered no less.

The teachers gave shelter to the
children
At the meeting in the Educational complex
“Ilim” I was deeply impressed by the
presentation made by Gaisha Ibragimova,
President of the Association of Education-

Teachers lost relatives in the bloodshed
Some lost their relatives in the bloodshed,
but at the beginning of the school year
they would have to return to schools and
teach the children of the other nation
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whose relatives might have killed their
near and dear.

fession has a special mission in society,
the mission to stop hostilities, to reconcile
the opposing, to destroy the barriers beThe teacher is a person of influence tween people, to set an example of tolerWith the help of UNESCO Ilim and AEI ance and be a peacemaker .
started the project “The teacher is a person
of influence” aimed at reconciliation and ITA contributes to the realization
psychological rehabilitation of the teach- Does the teacher always follow this misers. Over 700 teachers who had received sion, does s/he get public recognition as a
help through the project were able to reperson of influence, moreover, is his/her
turn to classes in September to make
contribution to the nation’s future apprecischools a safe place for children.
ated?
The project also gave an impetus to the
I’d like to believe that and I hope that the
nation-wide movement “The teacher is na- International Teachers Association contional wealth”.
tributes to realization of this mission.
The teacher like no other profession has a special mission in socie- Valentina Yuchenkova,
Coordinator of AUBG in Belarus
ty.
Throughout the conference I couldn’t help Vitebsk, Belarus
thinking that the teacher like no other pro-

At the Educational Complex ILIM
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General Assembly 2011
in ITA - Executive Committee in Kyrgyzstan
By Hanne Smidth

Teh General Assembly took place in Gullas home.
the right way, but wee would like to do the
general meeting as good as possible.
One of the points, that we couldn't take up,
All the participants took part in the meet- was the economy, so we will ask Oksana
ing, but only members were allowed to
to write about that in the coming newsletvote.
ter.
We talked about the activities that have
Then we had a debate about subscriptions.
been since last meeting, and about that
Gulla was dissatisfied with, that not all
this meeting was atypical. Two years has members were asked to pay subscriptions.
passed, and in the meantime we have lost
Many things have changed since
Frank. He was the one, who was the coorITA was founded, so we agreed in
dinator. As ITA haven't got any new
this:
coor54
Ordinary member pay 25 us-$
dinator, many things has not been done in
Student free of payment
ITA Annual General Meeting in
Kyrgystan July 31. 2011.

12

Reduced: Members in developing
countries, pay what you can affort
Collective membership (Institutions in developing countries): 40 us-$
We were talking a long time about the topics for next year, and at the end the conclusion was: Up to and at the next meeting

the topics is :Post - conflict - pedagogy.
Heading against UNESCO 2012.
About where to keep next annual meeting,
there were two possibilities, Kazakhstan
or Bulgaria. we didn’t decide where.

Board meeting in ITA Denmark on the 13th of September
By Jytte Svendsen
Welcome and goodbye to members
of the Executive Committee
ITA Denmark is welcoming the new President of the Executive Committee Marina
Azarenkova, St Petersburg, Russia
We are happy, that Raisa Pochevalova,
Moscow will stay in the Committee as
Vice-president.
A warm welcome to Valentina Yuchenkova, Vitebsk, Belarus who is a new member of the Committee.
Thank you for the great work to Victor
Ingilevich, Russia and Natasha Nechaeva.
Victor and Natasha are now leaving the
Committee.

gest that you in your own countries establish local ITA associations where you can
deposit fee, and plan activities.
We are working on the subscription form.
It is a good idea. We will put it on the
website. www.International-Teacher.dk

Subscriptions form and payment
for membership of ITA
We have decided, that members outside
Denmark shall not pay for membership of
ITA, because it is very expensive to transfer money among countries. We will sug-

The Danish board agree. We have to take
good care of the international collaboration of ITA, to continue the great work
that Franks has started and has done for
many years.
We are looking forward to meet you all in
Kazakhstan next year.

The 10th Annual Meeting in 2012
We are sure, that the members of ITA in
Kazakhstan and Bulgaria will make a
splendid arrangement next year, but
among the members of the Danish Board
there was a desire to visit Kazakhstan
first. Esther Winther is the coordinator of
the arrangement.
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...these are not just words
By Ikhlas Gherzouli, Algeria
This makes convulsions
and revolutions in our
bodies
Love acts and does its
parts.
May sparrows and eagles not ignore, that
such a love exists no
more.
Life is down the lees
and dregs, yet no body
cares.
I am a teacher and I
want to pass some
blocks of a good self
to people. I try to show
the need of people to
people.
I want people open
their gates of hearts.
I want see seeds sewn
with tenderness.
Then when one shadow
fades, a shadow of another light comes.
Songs of forests trust
dreams; they’ll surrender on their knees.
Words
Is love an assumed land? I don’t underToday I feel a lot of things to say,
stand.
I don’t have words but I’ll try
Is love the gift for which all people pray? It’s an abundant cry, something we can’t
sell and buy.
Just ask my pen he won’t deny.
When days brought back my nights, was I It’s a silent cry that can pray.
It is sacred. Sacred things leave nothing
lucky to
to be desired after.
See nature, culture and fights?
If you don’t understand, make everything
I spoke to hearts of guilt and vagueness,
before hand.
who had a lot to do with pertinence.
Some said: ‘nothing is delightful in the After I die my pen will speak and cry,
about the every day world of me,
world as love stories.
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of here, of now, and the other world of
my heart.
When old days and ancient ways go, I’m
left with the same friends,
my books, letters, and pens.
Only them announce loyalty, and add a lot
to my dignity
Sometimes I cry, but shedding tears is
faith.
The sky is not always blue but loyalty is
true.
In that sky, he’ll picture my star, and
saves the one we are.
Sometimes I may shoot without missing. I
may fly without perching,
but will I die without loving?
Will I scatter emotions near and far? I
seek answers wherever we are.
Sometimes I beg time not to pass, to give
15

me a chance to turn the page.
I don’t know how people can live apart,
with one brain and one heart.
Sometimes I meet the memory of dead,
and speak to flowers and birds.
Purity took my hand and made me understand.
Life is life without justice by your side.
Now I can stop without regrets…these are
not just words.

ria
e
g
Al

Lunch time at the annual meeting in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan.

After a week in Bishkek we spend some time at Issuk Kyl.
There are more photos at the website
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Jimmy Lama, Nepal is meeting the volunteers Mathilde, anne, Simone and Linn in Timbu, Helambu.

Pemba, the ITA teacher in Tartong, Nepal in the newly painted classroom.
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Frank Kroyer Leaves a Legacy of
Education in Helambu, Nepal
are clearly an avenue for children to express their hidden talent and show where
their strongest potentialities lie.

Our beloved late friend, Frank Kroeyer’s
vision of making the world better place to
live is evident in the two villages of Tartong and Nakote in Helambu located at
the foothills of snowy mountains. Frank
had coordinated from Denmark to provide
sponsorship for salary of two local teachers for the schools in these two villages
since 2006. This important programme
continues to run successfully and recently
expanded to become 3 teachers, thanks to
the continued commitment from rest of
the ITA members.

Franks last wish
Frank had made one of his last wishes to
support Tartong and Nakote by asking his
friends to make donations instead of
bringing flowers for his funeral so that he
could leave more joy and happiness in the
faces of children there. To facilitate these
works to be done, an ITA member Jytte
and I communicated for several months in
discussing to list out the best possible
support within the budget scale.

Danish volunteers in Nepal
In April this year, a group of ITA returned
to Nepal on a trek around Helambu joined
by 5 enthusiastic young volunteers who
stayed behind in the two schools and help
the children from close by. The group carried energy unmatched by any other
group who visited the villages; shared infectious love, created limitless fun, spread
abundance of joys and multiplied plenty
of happiness in the lives of the children,
villagers and the school staffs etc.

With inputs from the local teachers
backed by our knowledge of knowing
both the schools very well, we decided to
expend the donation in the tune of DKK
14.5k to purchase the following materials:
Items
1
2
3
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

The basic values of Frank
These were the very basic values that
Frank had always wished to transfer
through the galaxy of works and inspirations. General remits of the volunteers
during their six weeks stint involved helping the kids to improve their English,
build inner confidence level of students
through inventive and interactive activities like playing, dancing and singing together, and inspire other teachers to be
friendlier with children. These activities

Science Lab
Library Books
Swing (Sports)
Cupboards /Book Rack
Notice Board and White Board
Classroom Painting Materials
Cements (40 bags)
Sports Materials

The whole of the villagers at these two
villages are greatly thankful to Frank, his
family and all the friends at ITA for their
long and continued support. We, in Nepal, will make sure that:
18

Frank Kroeyer’s last wish will last forever in the
form of happiness and remembrance in Tartong
and Nakote Village.

Classroom Painting for classrooms

Cement for plastering Kharchung School

Science lab for Nakote School

Cupboard and library books

Swing for Nakote and Tartong School
19

Simone and Mathilde with welcome scarves at Nakote School
Thank you to the Danish volunteers
To be appreciated is also an important latest initiative taken by ITA in sending
good volunteers to these remote villages
where kids desperately need any form of
help one can give. In this context, we
would particularly like to thank Anne
Svendsen, Linn Krogh Skov, Simone
Henriksen and Nanna Mathilde for their
great contributions at the school and in
integrating so well with the local community. To continue the good work and provide children the opportunity to meet with
new people, we would like to encourage
others in Denmark to come to visit Nepal
and volunteer with us.

Linn Chirring and Anne are painting
Tartong School
20

The teacher staff in front of Nakote School, where the boarding school is going to be built.

ITA to join us in this effort in any ways
possible. The overarching concept of
this project would serve as an important benchmark for providing access to wider options of post-primary
level of education for children of
Helambu region. We wish to raise approximately USD 50K, the estimated
funds required for this project, through
various initiatives like organizing Marathon, organizing fundraising treks, and
garnering financial supports from different organizations and the local governments over the coming year.

We would also like to take this opportunity to make an announcement of our
new innovate idea to build a “boarding
house cum tourist guest house” in Nakote. The aim is to build a 3 storey building under the community’s ownership to
house children from villages like Tartong
and elsewhere to provide post primary education once they pass grade 5 in their local school. The proposed building is intended to serve two purposes. The first is
to provide accommodation for children
who wish to study at Nakote and second
is to provide accommodation for trekkers
so that the income generated from them
will contribute to the running cost of the
hostel. Having such a facility at Nakote
will allow the children from elsewhere to
avail of Nakote’s improved standard of
education, and a wide variety of other facilities available at the school. We, therefore, would like to urge the members of

We wish you all happy days ahead, and
we look forward to being able to working
together on various educational initiatives
in the near future!
Jimmy Lama
ITA Coordinator Nepal
21

Raising money for Tartong and Nakote school in Nepal
Denmark's finest music festival held annually in August in Skanderborg. This year we
had a booth where you could buy sweaters, scarves, hats and more from Nepal. Profits
go to the two schools we support in Nepal. Life in the sales booth was fun, so we try
again next year if there are 5 to 6 individuals who will share the job.
Read more: http://www.smukfest.dk/

The newly elected Danish Prime minister’s first international job was to open the
Global Green Growth Forum

The newly elected Danish Prime Minister
Helle Thorning Schmidt, along with UN
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon attended
the climate meeting Global Green Growth
Forum in Copenhagen. "We must safeguard our planet in light of the scarcity of
resources and we have programs helping
us to bring people out of poverty," said

Helle Thorning-Schmidt's call for the
more than 200 international leaders gathered in Copenhagen to discuss how the
world community creates green growth in
the future. Helle Thorning Schmidt is the
first female prime minister of Denmark.
http://www.globalgreengrowthforum.com/
22

Youth for democracy
Humanity in Action is an international educational
organization. HIA educates, inspires and connects a
global network of students, young professionals
and established leaders committed to promoting
human rights, diversity and active citizenship - in
their own communities and around the world.
Read more: www.humanityinaction.org/Denmark

The homeless Dane or the starving child in Somalia or...
The 17th October is the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty. It has
been observed every year since 1993, when the General Assembly, designated
this day to promote awareness of the need to eradicate poverty and destitution
in all countries, particularly in developing countries — a need that has become
a development priority.
Dilemma: Now you have to decide, who shall receive your donation.
Read more: http://www.un.org/en/events/povertyday/
Do you know the World Teachers’ Day?
My students doesn’t
World Teachers’ Day, held annually on 5 October since
1994, commemorates the anniversary of the signing in
1966 of the UNESCO/ILO Recommendation Concerning the Status of Teachers. It says among other things
that it is important to recognize the essential role of
teachers in educational advancement and the importance
of their contribution to the development of man and
modern society.
It is an occasion to celebrate the essential role of teachers in providing quality education at all levels.
The slogan for World Teachers’ Day 2011 is “Teachers
for gender equality”.
Read more: http://www.unesco.org
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In Mexico are they teaching
with Spanish methodology and Pestalozzi’s methodology
By Liz Stephanie Martinez-Cordero, Mexico

Liz Stephanie Martinez Cordero
has a Bachelor Degree from Bosten
College with a specialization in international media administration.
Liz Corderos writing is based on
her Community Teaching Project
for Mexican young students for a
short period of time, less than two
years.
Liz has been teaching for seven
years to High School and adult
students in The University of
Queretaro and Laredo Community
College in Texas. Liz has worked in
an Youth educational community
project in Mexico with Elementary
and Junior High School students in
suburbs and rural areas in Mexico
during the year of 2009.
Lis is also an ESOL/EFL and ESL
U.S. Hispanic bilingual teacher.

Liz Cordero is telling us about the Mexican school system
Illiteracy is a problem in rural parts
of Mexico
Mexican young students belong to a population of families and communities that
are structured like pre-feudal European
civilizations. In addition, some regions in
Mexico have living environments and
style of administration similar to Africa.
Illiteracy is high; lack of interest in education and work performance are mainly

rural phenomenon that hinder rural development; threatens health. This also
limits opportunities to improve livelihoods and to promote gender equity,
since illiteracy is particularly high among
rural girls and women. The majority of
the world illiterate women are born and
raised in rural underdeveloped areas.
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cation is taken for granted and teachers
may just allow passing young students
with or without them learning properly.
Schooling in Mexico and in the south of
Texas is
compulsory between the ages of 6 and 16,
and parents can choose to send their children to a public school (i.e., a government, state funded school), a semi-private
school where fees are minimal but where
parents pay to top up on everything other
than fees, or a completely private school.

Motherhood is a statussymbol for
young women
Child mortality is not necessarily higher
among illiterate mothers of underdeveloped communities, since motherhood is
regarded as protection and status symbol
for young and elder women. "Promoting
basic education for all is important”, especially the poor and members of minority and disadvantaged groups "in order
to "strengthen their capacity for selfreliance". The implication here is the
need for special efforts in rural areas
where most illiterates live. The elimination of gender disparities in Elementary
and Junior High schools which are
greater in rural areas is currently a challenge.

The Mexican teaching methodology is the same as the methodology
from Spain.
Mexican-Latin American and U.S. Hispanic young students have a strong connection and bond with their mothers, family is the most important value outside
and inside the classrooms. Teachers get
very involved with mothers and parents
and have to understand perfectly their
communication style, culture and values.
Young Mexican-Latin American and U.S.
Hispanic students enjoy learning in an environment that is mainly sociable, entertaining and festive. The Mexican teaching
methodology is the same as the methodology from Spain. The students prefer to
work in classrooms in silent and passive
manners. Children and teenagers do not
like to talk a lot in classrooms; they regurgitate provided information and take
down facts slowly. The Spanish teaching
methodology is based on emotional appeal and feelings, it uses daily conversa-

“Female teachers born and raised in developed countries and neighborhoods
with education of first world countries
may be challenged to work and to communicate in underdeveloped communities.”
The classrooms are overcrowded
How may one educate an indigent child
from an illiterate family or an underdeveloped community? When you look at what
is going on in the Elementary school level
in underdeveloped communities, one may
see that there is not enough quality of education given to the students. We have
overcrowded students in classrooms, dismal learning environments, unknowledgeable and overworked teachers. Edu25

The Mexican

beach

information, gauge the attitude of speaker,
etc.
Textual Comprehension: The students
reading ability and vocabulary are developed by the use of widely differing material - from simple texts to literary ones.
Verbal Ability: much of the time spent in
the classroom is devoted to Spanish
speaking and pronunciation. Students often work in pairs or small groups. They
have the opportunity to take part in all
sorts of activities: discussions and debates, textual analysis and simulation,
problem solving and homework.
Writing Ability: By means of creative
writing work such as answering letters,
writing notes and messages, articles and
stories, essays, criticisms and reports,

tions derived from the interests and communication style of the students. The
conversations are guided by teachers who
are knowledgeable about Mexican and
southern Texan history, ethnicity, family
and regional cultural issues. Conversations are supplemented by oral and written exercises, as well as other activities in
which the students can practice what they
have learned. Some additional techniques
and resources are as follows:
Auditive Comprehension: With the help
of audio and video cassettes the student
gains an intensive and wide ranging experience of the language. This also enables
the student to understand the essential
meaning of a paragraph, extract relevant
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The Universal Declaration of Human Rights in article 26 states that
"Everyone has the right to education."
the real world in his own environment.
Educating and guiding sense perceptions
and body reactions are of supreme importance for a child´s teenager.

grammatical structures are established
and vocabulary is expanded until the student is able to express him or herself correctly in writing.
Teachers who may want to work in underdeveloped communities in regions such as
Mexico or in the south of Texas may use
the Pestalozzi’s methodology: According
to Pestalozzi, "the full and fruitful development" of the child according to his own
nature is the goal of education. The
school and teachers provide only the environment and guidance, respectively,
most appropriate to adequate expression
that allows the natural powers of the child
to develop. Instruction should be adapted
to each individual according to his particular changing, unfolding nature. Rather
than from books, the child should learn
by observing objects and information of

(10 December 1948)
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights in article 26 states that
"Everyone has the right to education.", a
right which instead is widely denied to
rural people. The declaration foresees
compulsory and free primary education
for all, general availability of and accessibility to secondary education, including
technical and professional education, and
higher education with progressive introduction of free education and liberty for
parents to choose schools for their children.
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Shabnam Resources in Chennai, India
A charity organisation established by Mr. MR Hubert

Shabnam means the first refreshing rain
Read more at the website:
after a dry spell. Just as rain brings new
life to a barren land, Shabnam Resources http://www.shabnamresources.com/
was established to bring newness into the index.html
barren lives of children in the rural and semi urban areas trapped in child labour and
living in hostile broken homes.
Proverb
Shabnam Resources is a registered, nonprofit charity organisation established in
1998 by Mr. M.R. Hubert to focus on
community welfare measures, education,
livelihood and medical support for children from rural and semi-urban areas.

"Speak up for those who
cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of
all who are destitute.
Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of
the poor and needy."

Shabnam Resources partners the child labour education programme with Ind US
Child Labour Programme, International
Labour Organisation and the Tamil Nadu
government.
28
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TEACHER, TEACHER - WHAT DO YOU MAKE?
By Dr. Leo Rebello www.healthwisdom.org
"I teach them to write and then I make
them write. Keyboarding isn't everything.

The dinner guests were sitting around the
table discussing life.
One guest, a pompous CEO, decided to
explain the problem with education.
He argued, "What's a kid going to learn
from someone who decided his best option in life was to become a teacher?"
To stress his point he said to another
guest; "You're a teacher, Bonnie. Be honest. What do you make?"

"I make them read, read, read.
"I make them show all their work in
math. They use their God given brain, not
the man-made calculator.
"I make my students from other countries
learn everything they need to know about
English while
preserving their unique cultural identity.

Bonnie, who had a reputation for honesty and frankness replied,
"You want to know what I
make?" (She paused for a second, then
began...)

"I make my classroom a place where all
my students feel safe.
"Finally, I make them understand that if
they use the gifts they were given, work
hard, and follow
their hearts, they can succeed in
life." (Bonnie paused one last time and
then continued.)

"Well, I make kids work harder than they
ever thought they could.
"I make kids sit through 40 minutes of
class time when their parents can't make
them sit for 5 without
an I Pod, Game Cube or movie rental.

"Then, when people try to judge me by
what I make, with me knowing money
isn't everything, I can hold
my head up high and pay no attention because they are ignorant. You want to
know what I make?

"You want to know what I make?" (She
paused again and looked at each and every person at the table)
"I make kids wonder.
"I make them question.

"I MAKE A DIFFERENCE. What do
you make Mr. CEO?"

"I make them apologize and mean it.
The CEO got his answer and there was a
profound change in him, thereafter.

"I make them have respect and take responsibility for their actions.

Teaching is the profession that makes
all other professions possible!
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